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 Comments of 2025 Law & Policy 

2025 Law & Policy is an infrastructure policy advisory firm established during the first Trump 

Administration to work with The Blueprint 2025 Initiative to assist in what we hoped and 

expected to be a transition from historical infrastructure policies which were totally dependent on 

public funding and resultant federal government directives to a system opening the way to 

private investment and resultant innovation inputs from the private sector.  To that end, we have 

strongly supported the Initiative’s position regarding the use of digital technologies and analytics

to expedite and improve the federal government functions in general and, in particular, the 

NEPA review process.  We are writing to express our strong support for the comments submitted 

on January 8, 2025 and January 22, 2025 by Blueprint 2025 and also to encourage the 

Department and its contractors on this project to break away from the mindsets of the past and 

truly utilize the powers of digitalization, analytics and artificial intelligence to expedite, improve 

and reduce the cost of NEPA reviews and open doors to the innovation and development needed 

to maintain the U.S.' world leadership position. 

From the information available on your website, and the comments submitted at the meeting

which we attended, it appears that this NEPA process is still expected to proceed along 

traditional lines. Thirty to 100 million dollars is expected to be spent in the Phase 1 Scoping 

Process, that process is expected to take up to three years and that will be only the first step in a  

process that will eventually address perhaps a dozen major projects.  

In view of the major cost savings and future benefits attainable through the use of this project to 

demonstrate the benefits of modern technology, it might be suggested the this is just the sort of 

waste and abuse that DOGE is seeking to eliminate and that the efficiencies achievable through 

effective use of modern technologies are precisely the sort of governmental reforms that  DOGE 

is seeking to achieve. 

Accordingly, we strongly suggest that the Department reach out to the private sectori for 

assistance in designing digitalized systems to advance the NEPA process into the current century.

In closing, we should make clear that digitalization is not a magic wand.  In designing the 

systems, considerable attention must be given to issues like clearly stated objectives,  

transparency, verification of algorithms, etc.  

The recent update of the Blueprint 2025 position on digitalization provides context for these  

comments and is attached. 

Gordon Arbuckle, Esq. 

2025 Law and Policy LLC 

2550 M Street NW  

Washington, DC 20005 

T: 202 775 2025 

M: 303 619 5123 

jgarbuckle@2025lawandpolicy.com 



 
i For at least the last fifteen years CEQ and other agencies have been spending tax dollars to develop and submit 

reports suggesting incremental changes in NEPA processes to allow minimal use of “dashboards” etc. to support 

traditional public procedures.  Private sector experts (see e.g. https://aecom.com/wp-

content/uploads/documents/brochures/case-for-interactive-NEPA) have outlined more extensive revisions 

incorporating design parameters focused on the dynamics of effective digital systems. 








